The state of South Dakota's child: 1991.
This annual report describes the continuing trend of a decreasing birth rate in South Dakota. Infant mortality data show that South Dakota's neonatal mortality rates continue to be below those of the nation and post neonatal mortality rates exceed those of the United States. A very high Native American post neonatal mortality rate persists. Low birth weight contributes to approximately three quarters of newborn deaths and has declined by approximately 1% over the past two and one half decades. Descriptions of preterm labor prevention programs are presented with an emphasis upon the need for education of pregnant women and communities about its risk factors and warning signs. A review of a variety of new programs that aim to improve maternal and child health in South Dakota is provided.